
 

 

 

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 
 
 

    -- Wednesday of the Third Week of Easter  
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: James & Margaret  
Weaver   

 
 

First Reading: Acts 8:1-8 
 

There broke out a severe persecution of the Church in Jerusalem, 
and all were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and 
Samaria, except the Apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and 
made a loud lament over him. Saul, meanwhile, was trying to 
destroy the Church; entering house after house and dragging out 
men and women, he handed them over for imprisonment. 
 

Now those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 
Thus Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the 
Christ to them. With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip when they 
heard it and saw the signs he was doing. For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out of 
many possessed people, and many paralyzed and crippled people were cured. There was great joy 
in that city. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7 
 

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, 
    sing praise to the glory of his name; 
proclaim his glorious praise. 
    Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”  R/. 
 

“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 
    sing praise to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, 
    his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.  R/. 
 

He has changed the sea into dry land; 
    through the river they passed on foot; 
therefore let us rejoice in him. 
    He rules by his might forever.  R/. 
 
Gospel: John 6:35-40 
 

Jesus said to the crowds, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and 
whoever believes in me will never thirst. But I told you that although you have seen me, you do not 
believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes 
to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. 



And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but 
that I should raise it on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son 
and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day.” 
 
Reflection 
 

    Those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. (Acts 8:4) 
    Just before he ascended, Jesus told the disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they were “clothed 
with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). So they waited, and just as Jesus promised, they were indeed 
filled with the Holy Spirit. From that day forward, the Spirit worked mightily through them to bring 
countless people to faith in Jesus. Then they continued to stay in Jerusalem to help minister to all 
these new believers. 
    But that all changed with the persecution that broke out after Stephen’s martyrdom. Not wanting 
to court trouble, many of Jesus’ first followers dispersed to other towns and cities. But even there, 
even after the threats they faced in Jerusalem, they didn’t hide their message. As a result, the gospel 
began to spread far and wide. 
    We may face challenges to our faith as well. We are likely not subject to actual persecution, but 
perhaps we are in environments where conversations about our faith in Christ might not be very 
welcome. While we don’t want to invite hostility, neither should we feel compelled to hide our faith. 
At times this can feel like a balancing act: How much can I say? 
    This is not always an easy question to answer. Sometimes you may get it wrong and say too much 
— or too little. But always remember that the first disciples asked the same question. Remember too 
that you have the same Holy Spirit who helped them. He will help you know what to say if an 
opportunity to share your faith arises. He will also help you discern whether to say anything at all! 
And perhaps most important, he will give you the grace to remain peaceful no matter your situation. 
Remember, it’s the witness of your love, your joy, and your trust in the Lord that will have the greatest 
impact. 
    The first Christians were everyday people just as we are. Whatever success they had came from 
the same source as it will for you: the Holy Spirit. So ask the Spirit to fill you every day. Ask him for 
the grace, the courage, and the humility to bring Christ to the people around you. 
    Holy Spirit, help me know how to share the good news of the gospel wherever I find myself. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 



Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


