
 

 

 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 
 
 

    -- Thursday of the Fourth Week in Ordinary Time 
 
 

    -- Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 
 

    -- Fr. Sherdel’s Morning Mass Intention: Marilyn Fanfera 
 
 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Thus says the Lord God: Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare 
the way before me; And suddenly there will come to the temple the 
Lord whom you seek, And the messenger of the covenant whom you 
desire. Yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who will 
endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire, or like the fuller’s lye. He 
will sit refining and purifying silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, 
Refining them like gold or like silver that they may offer due sacrifice to the Lord. Then the sacrifice 
of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord, as in the days of old, as in years gone by. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10 
 

Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord! 
 

Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
    reach up, you ancient portals, 
that the king of glory may come in!  R/. 
 

Who is this king of glory? 
    The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle.  R/. 
 

Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
    reach up, you ancient portals, 
that the king of glory may come in!  R/. 
 

Who is this king of glory? 
    The Lord of hosts; he is the king of glory.  R/. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

Since the children share in blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in them, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the Devil, and free those who through 
fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not help angels but rather the 
descendants of Abraham; therefore, he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. 
Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested. 



Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph 
took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair 
of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.  
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, 
awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in 
the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of 
the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: 
 

     “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have  
      seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to  
      the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 
 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be contradicted -and you yourself a sword will pierce- so that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her 
marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped 
night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God 
and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 
Reflection 
 

    ...a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. (Luke 2:32) 
    Today we celebrate the feast of the Presentation, the day when Mary and Joseph brought their 
son to the Temple in Jerusalem and dedicated him to God. In some parts of the world, this feast is 
also known as Candlemas. Candles are blessed at Mass, and there are often candlelight 
processions, to proclaim that Jesus is the “light for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). 
    The Gospel for today tells us how Simeon recognized Jesus as the light to the Gentiles and the 
Messiah who would save Israel. And that recognition caused him to erupt in praise to God. 
    Simeon’s prayer (Luke 2:29-32), called the Nunc Dimittis, is a cherished prayer in the Church’s 
Liturgy of the Hours. It’s a song of thanksgiving and praise to God for his faithfulness in sending his 
Son. Simeon had prayed and waited for many years to see God’s salvation. And then, it happened! 
Finally, he saw Jesus, the Messiah, enter the Temple. Finally, he knew that God had fulfilled his 
promise. He rejoiced that through Jesus, God’s salvation would “reach to the ends of the earth” 
(Isaiah 49:6). Finally, he could die in peace. 
    We, too, can rejoice because God’s salvation has reached us! It’s a good day to give thanks and 
praise to God, just as Simeon did. It’s a good day to remember our baptism, when Jesus shone his 



light into our hearts. It’s a good day to light a candle and rejoice that Jesus the Light has come to us 
— and to all the world. And it’s a good day to let that light of Christ shine to the people around us. 
    Let’s join our voices with Simeon and praise God for sending Jesus! He is the true light that 
enlightens all people. 
    Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. 
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 
and do thou, 
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 
thrust into hell Satan, 
and all the evil spirits, 
who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 


