
SSuummmmeerr PPaarriisshh OOffffiiccee HHoouurrss (( JJuunnee--AAuugguusstt))
Open to visitors:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
10:00am-2:00pm

Open by appointment only: Wednesday

PPaarriisshh SSttaaffff
Pastor & Millersville University Campus Minister:

Fr. Ben Dunkelberger
frbdunkelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Augustine Joseph, MSFS
frajoseph@hbgdiocese.org

Deacon & Finance Manager: Fran Phillips
deaconfran@stphilipmillersville.com

Pastoral Associate / Secretary: Linda Neff
lneff@stphilipmillersville.com

Administrative Assistant / Bulletin Editor:
Danielle Scheuchenzuber
danielles@stphilipmillersville.com

Coordinators of Religious Education:
Monica Beazley: mbeazley@stphilipmillersville.com
Laura Potocki: lpotocki@stphilipmillersville.com

Director of Music: Steve Sauer
ssauer@stphilipmillersville.com

Director of Maintenance: Chris Sauer
csauer@stphilipmillersville.com

PPlleeaassee RReemmeemmbbeerr::
TThhee lloowweerr ppaarrkkiinngg lloott iiss rreesseerrvveedd
ffoorr tthhee eellddeerrllyy aanndd hhaannddiiccaappppeedd,,

aanndd iiss wwhheeeellcchhaaiirr aacccceessssiibbllee..

LLiittuurrggiiccaall SScchheedduullee
Weekend Masses: Saturday - 5:00pm

Sunday - 8:30am & 11:00am

Daily Mass: Monday-Saturday - 9:00am
Thursday - 6:00pm

Confession: Thursday - 5:00-5:50pm
Saturday - 8:00-8:50am & 3:30-4:30pm

Adoration: Thursday - 5:00-5:50pm

Holy Days of Obligation: 9:00am & 7:00pm
Vigil 5:00pm the night before

RReelliiggiioouuss EEdduuccaattiioonn CCllaasssseess
September through April for all children in grades 1-8.
Classes are held on Sundays from 9:40-10:50am.

BBaappttiissmm
Baptisms are normally held on the third Sunday of the
month. Call the parish office to register and to attend
the mandatory baptism class. Letters of eligibility for
godparents are due to the office before the baptism will
be scheduled. Parents must be registered members of
St. Philip the Apostle Church.

MMaarrrriiaaggee
Couples must contact the parish office at least one
year prior to the intended date in order to complete all
required preparations. Church date and arrangements
should precede all other wedding plans.

OOCCIIAA ((FFoorrmmeerrllyy RRCCIIAA))
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is an adult cate-
chistic class. Contact the parish office if interested.

PPaarriisshh MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp
Please call the parish office if you wish to join our par-
ish family, move out of the parish, or change your ad-
dress or phone number. All who are over 18 years of
age should be registered as adults in the church even
if you are still living with your parents!

--- ---



Saturday, July 18
9:00am - Winifred Nicklaus
5:00pm - St. Philip Parishioners

Sunday, July 19
8:30am - Sister Mary Paul Giordano
11:00am - James Mitman

Monday, July 20
9:00am - Michael DeStefano

Tuesday, July 21
9:00am - Robert Pecora

Wednesday, July 22
9:00am - Derek Youndt

Thursday, July 23
9:00am - John Ehrman
6:00pm - Rosa Stehle

Friday, July 24
9:00am - Alice Farkouh

Saturday, July 25
9:00am - Daniel Quinn, Jr.
5:00pm - Jeannette & Michael P. Kirchner

Sunday, July 26
8:30am - St. Philip Parishioners
11:00am - Robert Baltrus

How often do we hear it asked: “Is there still a God
who sees everything that is happening in the world?”
The Gospels report that Christ said to the reapers: Let
both of them [the weeds and the wheat] grow together
until the harvest…. The Gospels actually teach us very
clearly that [God’s judgment] will not be as many peo-
ple expect…. If God were to take away the persecu-
tors, there would no longer be martyrs. If God were to
remove all struggles from our lives, we would no long-
er receive the crown of glory. Hasn’t God already had
compassion on us? Hasn’t God already struck the
power of hell a powerful blow? Christ has done pen-
ance for the guilt of our sins and expiated us. As a re-
sult, all of us who accept Christ’s teaching and who
live according to it can become eternally blessed.
What more do we want? Should Christ allow himself to
be crucified again for us? Or was the miracle of
Christ’s Resurrection or the other miracles that he per-
formed so minor that we should still wait for new mira-
cles so that we can then believe in his teachings?
Hasn’t Christ shown us clearly enough the path to
heaven through his words and example?… The first
Christians encountered much suffering. Yet do con-
temporary Christians no longer know that every hard-
ship that God sends us can be very necessary for our
eternal blessedness if we bear it with patience and out
of love for God? It will surely be that hell will exercise
an even greater power in this world, but we Christians
need not fear it. As great as the power of hell is, the
power of God is even greater.

— Blessed Franz Jägerstätter
Published in the July 2026 Edition of Magnificat

Blessed Franz Jägerstätter († 1943) was an Austrian
farmer, husband, and father who was executed for
refusing to serve in the Nazi army.

PPaarriisshh IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
Communion to the Homebound: Please call the
parish office if you or a family member are homebound,
or have been admitted to the hospital or nursing facility.
Sponsor Certificates: Certificates for sponsors of
the Sacraments can be issued to practicing members of
the parish. Please call the office if you need a certifi-
cate.
Guidelines for the Sick List: Please call the Parish
Office to add your family member to the prayer list. They
will be taken off the list after four weeks. If you would
like them to stay on, you must call back every four
weeks.
Bulletin & Announcement Deadline: Information
for the Bulletin is due 9:00am on Thursday two weeks
prior to the Sunday needed. Pulpit announcements are
due by 4:30pm on Wednesday. Email all requests to
danielles@stphilipmillersville.com.

Please remember in your prayers those who are sick
and homebound especially: Janice Phillips, Rev. Mi-
chael Grab, Diane Spano, Mary Warnell, Michael
Spano, Johanna Chodowski, Nicholas Spano, Peter
Calcara, Jeff Burger, Gina Baron, Sheryl Brinkman,
Marie Sauer, Marian Cesarini, Marianne Hamilton, Al
& Kathy Smith, Frank Rosol, Bob Ziemba, Denis Fo-
ley, Angelica Zander, and Ann Marie Dumm.

For all our parishioners who are hospitalized, in
hospice centers or in nursing care facilities not
listed above. May God’s healing touch be upon

them this we pray. Amen.
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Sunday, July 19 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time

First Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Psalm: Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43

Monday, July 20
First Reading: Micah 6:1-4, 6-8
Psalm: Psalm 50:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23
Gospel: Matthew 12:38-42

Tuesday, July 21
First Reading: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20
Psalm: Psalm 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8
Gospel: Matthew 12:46-50

Wednesday, July 22 - Feast of St. Mary Magdalene
First Reading: Song of Songs 3:1-4 OR

2 Corinthians 5:14-17
Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
Gospel: John 20:1-2, 11-18

Thursday, July 23
First Reading: Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13
Psalm: Psalm 36:6-7, 8-9, 10-11
Gospel: Matthew 13:10-17

Friday, July 24
First Reading: Jeremiah 3:14-17
Psalm: Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12, 13
Gospel: Matthew 13:18-23

Saturday, July 25 - Feast of St. James, Apostle
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Psalm: Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Gospel: Matthew 20:20-28

2026 Diocesan Annual Campaign
(as of July 14)

Parish Goal for 2026 $ 83,157
Amount Collected $ 89,977
Amount Over Goal $ 6,820
Outstanding Pledges $ 4,050

Holy Family Candle Memorialization
The candles at the Holy Family shrine
burn this week for the intentions of
Maureen Ehret. You may request that the
candles burn in memory of a loved one, to
honor a special occasion, or for a special
intention. The candle will burn for one
week. The customary donation is $10 per
intention. Call the Parish Office to sched-
ule.

WEEKEND MASS ATTENDANCE
July 12, 2026

5:00pm Mass 217
8:30am Mass 222
11:00am Mass 202
Total Attendance: 641

July 12, 2026
Budgeted weekly $ 11,538
In-Pew Giving $ 5,838
Mailed In Giving $ 695
Online Giving $ 1,939
Weekly Deficit ($ 3,066)

2026-2027 Year to Date Budget Detail
YTD Budget $ 23,076
YTD Actual $ 22,269
YTD Deficit ($ 807)

Please remember St. Philip’s in your will!
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Saturday, July 18
8:00am - Confession
9:00am - Mass
3:30pm - Confession
5:00pm - Mass
Sunday, July 19

8:30am - Mass
11:00am - Mass
Monday, July 20

9:00am - Mass
1:30pm - Divine Mercy Prayer Cenacle - PAC
Tuesday, July 21

9:00am - Mass
Wednesday, July 22

9:00am - Mass
9:45am - Friends of Divine Mercy
Thursday, July 23

9:00am - Mass
2:30pm - Rosary Guild - PAC
5:00pm - Adoration
5:00pm - Confession
6:00pm - Mass
Friday, July 24

9:00am - Mass
OFFICE CLOSING AT 1:00PM
Saturday, July 25

8:00am - Confession
9:00am - Mass
3:30pm - Confession
5:00pm - Mass
Sunday, July 26

8:30am - Mass
11:00am - Mass
2:00pm - Good Grief Group

FIRST FRIDAY VISITS
Fr. Ben & Fr. Augustine will be visiting home-
bound parishioners on the First Friday of eve-
ry month beginning in August. If you or any-

one you know is interested on being added to
the list at any time, please contact the office.

LOSS OF A SPOUSE SEMINAR
Join us on Sunday, August 23 at 2:00pm in room
201 (the former nursery) for a GriefShare Program
on the Loss of a Spouse. It is a biblically based,
Christ-Centered Seminar which includes a short vid-
eo presented by leading grief recovery experts fol-
lowed by discussion. You will receive a participant's
guide, which includes a note-taking outline and ma-
terials to help you navigate your grief jour-
ney. Registration is encouraged. To register, please
contact Peg Neal at 717-606-6596 (leave a mes-
sage with your contact number) or
mneal1047@gmail.com (use subject "Griefshare").

_____________________________________

GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE?
If you have lost a spouse, child, family member,
friend you've probably found many people don't un-
derstand the deep hurt you feel. GRIEFSHARE is a
13-week, Christ-centered grief recovery support
group and seminar that will help you face these chal-
lenges and move forward rebuilding your life. Each
session offers: a video seminar, support-group dis-
cussion, and a workbook offering journaling and per-
sonal study exercises reinforcing weekly session
topics. This group will meet for thirteen weeks
from 2:00-4:00pm beginning Sunday, August 30
in room 201 (the former nursery). You will receive a
workbook, which includes a note-taking outline and
materials to help you navigate your grief journey. To
register, contact Peg Neal at 717-606-6596 (leave a
message with your contact number) or
mneal1047@gmail.com (use subject "Griefshare").
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Saturday, July 18
5:00pm Altar Server: Emma Tompkins

Lector: Marty Hudacs
Extraordinary Minister: Chris Sauer
Extraordinary Minister: Joe Yourgal
Cantor: Kathy Sauer

Sunday, July 19
8:30am Altar Servers: Betty & James Jens

Lector: Mary Katheryn Bradley
Extraordinary Minister: Michele Gote
Extraordinary Minister: Deb Miehl
Cantor:

11:00am Altar Server: Jason Bencak
Lector: Doug Kyle
Extraordinary Minister: Brian Colfer
Extraordinary Minister: Delene Ward
Cantor:

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Saturday, July 25
5:00pm Altar Server: Emma Tompkins

Lector: Jan Hartman
Extraordinary Minister: Tina Dochat
Extraordinary Minister: Vic Martell
Cantor: Fay Shultz

Sunday, July 26
8:30am Altar Servers: Betty & James Jens

Lector: Amanda Sollenberger
Extraordinary Minister: Mary Kathryn Bradley
Extraordinary Minister: Tom Porman
Cantor: Sandy Schmalhofer

11:00am Altar Server: Doug Kyle
Lector: Brian Colfer
Extraordinary Minister: Jim Bomenka
Extraordinary Minister: Tom Ford
Cantor: Ray Bencak

News from the
Diocese of Harrisburg

SECOND COLLECTION Thank you all for your
generosity in our annual Missionary Cooperative last
weekend. As a parish, we raised $6,184 for the Mis-
sionaries of St. Francis DeSales. Thank you again for
your generosity!_____________________________________
CAMP KIRCHENWALD The annual Diocesan
Camp for Adults with Intellectual & Developmental
Disabilities will be held at Camp Kirchenwald in Leba-
non County from August 9-14. Camp Kirchenwald is
staffed with adult (21+) and youth/young adult (16-20)
volunteers. Volunteers are needed for this year's
camp and flexible schedules are available. Volunteers
can assist for the duration of camp, full-time over-
night, or assist during the daytime(s) throughout the
week. Provided training is mandatory and all adult
volunteers must complete the Diocesan Youth Protec-
tion Training (our campers are vulnerable adults that
require the protections afforded to our youth). For a
volunteer application or more information, please con-
tact Corinne Kern at ckern@hbgdiocese.org._____________________________________
RETROUVILLE If your marriage feels distant,
strained, stuck, or even in crisis, Retrouville can help.
Retrouville is a Catholic program that has helped
thousands find new hope, improve communication,
and deepen connection. Talk to someone now at 717-
356-2185 or visit www.helpourmarriage.org. You can
have a better marriage, don’t wait! Our next program
starts on September 11.

ST. JOE SOFTBALL St. Joe Softball has openings
for our Fall softball program. Girls 9 & 10 years old as
of September 1 are eligible. Practice starting in July.
The six game season starts Saturday mornings Sep-
tember 12 and runs for eight weeks. Get a jump on
Spring season with low key practices and games
now. Call Bill Souders 717-917-3755 for info.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Millersville Area Meals
on Wheels is looking for a meal deliverer for the
Holtwood and Conestoga area, approximately 7
stops. You can meet someone at Marticville Middle
School at approximately 10:50am or come directly to
MAMOW. This is a permanent route on Tuesdays.
We are also looking for substitute drivers as needed
for all routes. Meal delivery takes approximately 45
minutes and begins at 10:00-10:15am. Interested
volunteers should apply to Millersville Meals on
Wheels by going to 121 N George Street in Mil-
lersville or contacting office@mamow.org or 717-872
-2415.

FALL BIBLE STUDY Epic: The Early Church is a
ten-session study that explores the people, places,
and events that shaped the Church’s first five
hundred years. During this remarkable peri-
od, courageous saints, brilliant theologians, and
heroic martyrs helped shape the early
Church while facing persecution and opposition. This
study highlights key events such as the Roman per-
secutions, the first ecumenical councils, and the chal-
lenges faced by the Church Fathers as they defended
the Faith. Throughout each session of this study, you
will gain a deeper understanding of the Church’s be-
ginnings and be inspired by the faith of the early
Christians. This study is presented by Ascension
Press. If you are interested in this study please con-
tact Brian Garcia at bgarciapa1@gmail.com or 717-
799-7524.
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Fr.�Deo's�30th Anniversary of�
Ordination�Celebration

Please�join�us�in�celebrating�the�
30th�Anniversary�of�Fr.�Deogratias�Rwegasira’s�

Ordination�to�the�Priesthood!��
�

Mass�will�be�offered�at�St.�Joseph�Church��
(440�St.�Joseph�Street,�Lancaster)�on�Sunday,�
August�9�at�3:30pm,�with�a�reception�to�follow��

in�the�Social�Hall.��
�

Please�contact�St.�Joseph�Church�at�
rsvp@stjosephslanc.com�or�717-397-6921,�ext.�
221�by�August�3�to�RSVP�and�let�us�know�how�

many�people�are�coming.
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The natural beauty of creation has the power to 
draw us into the mystery of God. We can see, 
feel, smell, and sense God’s creative handiwork 

in so many ways. Consider when we pause to savor the 
burst of colors in a sunset or the rhythmic sound of waves 
rolling upon a beach. It might be in the playful antics 
of a kitten or a child’s first step. Everything reflects and 
proclaims God’s glory and love. The Church teaches 
that through natural revelation, “even before revealing 
Himself to man in words of truth, God reveals Himself 
… in the universal language of creation, the work of His 
word, of His wisdom” (CCC, 2500).    
The Church teaches that through “natural reason, man 
can know God…on the basis of His works” (CCC, 50). 
When we allow ourselves to be attentive to the wonder 
of creation, we begin to see that creation is not random 
or accidental, but ordered and purposeful. God has 
established laws within creation on which humanity can 
rely with confidence, laws that are to be respected by the 
stewardship of men and women (see CCC, 346).   

Designed by God  
In creating man and woman in His image and likeness, 
God enables us to share in His own life (see CCC, 
225). Human dignity flows from this divine design. 
And, because God is love, divine love is inscribed in the 
human body itself. St. John Paul II taught that the body 
has a “spousal meaning” (see General Audience, April 
14, 1982), as God has written into human nature the 
vocation and responsibility of love and communion (see 
FC, 14). It is found in every man and woman, expressed 
in sexuality and fertility, marriage, and procreation. And 
here is where the modern methods of Natural Family 
Planning (NFP) stand ready to help. NFP supports the 

Creator’s sublime design for marriage, guided by love, and 
open to life.   
God’s creation of male and female is not incidental but 
intentional. Sexuality, therefore, is purposeful. It draws 
people out of isolation and toward communion. It 
affects “every aspect of the human person” and it allows 
man and woman to unite in the unique communion of 
persons called marriage (see CCC, 371–372; 2332–2335). 
Flowing from this reality of community, marriage reflects 
God’s own inner life—a communion of love that is both 
life-giving and faithful.   

Guided by Love  
Guided by love means to be directed toward the good of 
the other. Love, by its nature, is relational. St. John Paul II 
powerfully expressed this truth when he wrote that man 
cannot live without love; without it, life becomes senseless 
and incomprehensible (see RH, 10).    
Of all creatures, only human beings can know and love 
God and consciously participate in His life. St. Paul 
teaches, “we are created in Christ Jesus for the good works 
that God has prepared in advance” (Ephesians 2:11). To 
be guided by love is to participate in God’s creative plan 
and to help build a culture of life and love (see EV, 77).  
Marriage is neither a social invention nor a product of 
chance. “It is … the wise…institution of God the Creator, 
whose purpose was to effect in man His loving design” 
(HV, 8). Because of this divine origin, the Church teaches 
that married love is freely given, faithful, permanent, and 
fruitful (see HV, 9). Marital love reflects God’s own love! 
 
When a man and a woman freely exchange consent, 
they establish a covenant for “the whole of life” that is 

Designed by God
Guided by Love

Open to Life

N A T U R A L  F A M I LY  P L A N N I N GN A T U R A L  F A M I LY  P L A N N I N G

Rev. Msgr. Robert R. Cannon



“ordered by its very nature to the good of the spouses and 
to the procreation and education” of children (see Canon 
1055). God Himself is present within this union. When 
the spouses are baptized Christians, marriage becomes a 
sacrament, receiving its strength and permanence from 
Christ Himself. 
 
Open to Life  
A unique gift and responsibility contained in the marital 
vocation is stewardship over the powers of life. God calls 
husband and wife to embrace their shared fertility as a 
gift. The Lord God created marriage to be the home of 
the family. Spouses give “themselves to one another” and 
at the same time give beyond themselves to the reality 
of “children, who are a living reflection of their love, a 
permanent sign of conjugal unity” (see FC, 14).   
As stewards of the gift of fertility, married couples are 
invited to seek God’s will together in a spirit of trust and 
humility. It is in this spirit that God helps them make 
prudent decisions about welcoming children. It is within 
this discernment that NFP finds its proper place.   
NFP methods are evidence-based approaches to fertility 
education that can assist couples in identifying when 
fertility is at its peak so that couples can attempt to achieve 
or postpone pregnancy. When avoiding pregnancy, no 
drugs or devices are used that can harm God’s gifts. NFP 
differs fundamentally from contraception. Rather than 
interfering with God’s design for married couples, NFP 
respects the integrity of married love and the gift of life.  
When pregnancy has been attempted and a child is 
conceived, parents speak of the great joy and gratitude 
that they have. They also say that the time of childbirth 
is one of the most meaningful moments in their lives. 
Mothers will speak of God’s presence when first holding 
their newborn baby. Fathers proudly admit they finally 
understand the meaning of fatherhood when looking into 
their newborn’s eyes. This self-realization is due to the 
natural and “the fundamental task of family,” which is “to 
serve life, to actualize…the original blessing of the Creator 
…of transmitting by procreation the divine image from 
person to person” (see FC, 28).  
The fruitfulness of spousal love is not limited to the gift of 
children. Some couples, despite their desires, are unable to 
conceive. In this case, a married couple’s openness to life 
can be expressed in other ways through adoption, foster 

care, or generous service to the Church and community.  
The vocation of marriage is wide—it calls all married 
couples to create homes where love is shared and others 
are nurtured. They are all called to mirror God’s love. 
   
All of creation proclaims the glory of God and the 
handiwork of His love! Whether single or married, every 
person is created in God’s image and likeness, given the 
capacity to love, and invited to share in His life. Within 
the arms of God’s love, marriage stands as a unique gift 
to humanity—a sacred communion in which husband 
and wife live the fullness of human sexuality and become 
stewards of life. Marriage is not merely for the good of 
husband and wife, but for the good of the world. Truly, 
marriage is designed by God, guided by love, and open 
to life! 
    
Reference guide with links  
CCC: Catechism of the Catholic Church (see https://usccb.cld.bz/
Catechism-of-the-Catholic-Church2)  
 
EV: Evangelium vitae, St. John Paul II, 1995 (see https://www.
vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-
ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html) 
 
FC: Familiaris consortio, St. John Paul II, 1980 (see https://www.
vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/
hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio.html) 
 
HV: Humanae vitae, St. Pope Paul VI, 1968 (see https://www.
vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_
enc_25071968_humanae-vitae.html)  
 
RH: Redempto hominis, St. John Paul II, 1979 (see https://www.
vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-
ii_enc_04031979_redemptor-hominis.html) 

 
To learn about the Church’s teaching about married 
love and the gift of life and the ethical methods of NFP, 
see www.usccb.org/nfp  
Questions? Contact nfp@usccb.org

 
©2026, Robert R. Cannon, all rights reserved. Msgr. 
Robert R. Cannon, MA, JCL, Diocese of Venice, FL. 
This article is used here with the permission of the author. 
Permission is given to reproduce this article in full with no 
edits. Please include this copyright information.
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NOW HIRING

SALES

REPRESENTATIVE

Join Our Family ~ Diocesan.com/Careers

PUT  YOUR 

FAITH 

TO WORK.

CATHOLICS SERV
ING

SINCE 1947

CATHOLICS

Chip Snyder,  Jackie Adamson, 
Kelly Gramola Townsend, Chad Snyder

ces

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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